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am certain no Bushman woulg use ten colours ior tha
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In this paper.Ildo not propose to discusg the aje of the earliest
rock paintings 1n, South Arrica, tor I consider that § point we cgnnot
possibly determine, but to rix the approximate age or the bulk ot the
paintings, those which we can Still see distinctly enough to be sure
what they depict.

In recent years books anda papers have been publishegq, relegating
the rock pPeintings in South Airica back to 2 prehistoric 2g€, and raj-
sing doubts as to Bushmen having painted any, or at least or the good
ones being their work, even it they made Sowe bad imitations o older
work. Against this theory we have the eviaence or Bushmen themselves,
Ol & genersl and widespread tredition, o1 early travellers, likewi se
the internal. evgédence o1 many ot the scenes dé?icted, and ot the paint
itselt,its preservation and deterioration, _

Between 1870 and 1880 there were a number o1 Bushuen as Prisoners
at the %gakwater in Cape Town. M cst Ol these knew aboyt the rock paint-
ings executed by their tribe in difrerent parts ot the country. HRhep
Shown copies ol Yock Paintiﬁgs I'rom other aistricts/th¢y cogld €xplain -
tigures ang SCenes in thew without hesitation, Just as a Eug;ean can
iaentity a Madonna, or & Little Reg Ridipg Hood in an unknown picture.
“ome people may objecplthat a native ¥ill say anything ke thinks his
master wants hin to Say, but these sape B orten answered:"I do
not know this", when shown signs in the ole Rock engravings, _ v

Stow,who travell.ed through the eastern pProvénce and the ‘ree State
between 1860 ang 12g0 tells o meny Bushmen who knew all about the
Cave paintings in their district,,and claimea they as the work of their
peorle, even telling how long_an_artisﬁs WOrk must be reépected, beforeA
it may be raeinted over. He tells how "the last known Bushman_artist of
the Malutis was shot ip the Fittsberg Native Reserve, where he had beep
On 2 marauding €xpedition, and had captured soue hofseé;'He hiad ten small
horn pots hanging from a belt, each or which Contained & diitfergent ¢ole"

oured paint. " Stow's informant tolg him "that he say the belt, that A
there vere no two colours alike, and that €ach had a g
P8 Lhe vesk. " T bake ieard the objection raisedq,
have carrjeq the colours about tor use in Painting

arked diiterence
thet the yap might -
h;s person; but I
t purpose, Red, bl ack
and white are the only colours used by Bushwen ag cosnetics,

The old rarmers residing along the Toothills o1 the Maluti ang Dfa-
kKensberg ranges call certain ironstone nodules "Bushpap Paint Pots",
These stones Contain dirrerent cbloured deﬁosits Suitable for'ﬁaking e

paints, and matching the tints Ol many cave‘paintinggin the heighboyr-
hood,

to Bushmen, I will
quote two:Barrow ang Arbousset, Barrow travelled aboyt in the Cape'C

Colony in 1797 & 98, He tells1hom alLter leaving Gra
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- &8n excursion into the mountsains on our left in search of Bosjesmans,
* %+ + ¢+ The kloofa or chasus leave a successicn of caverns. + + +.In
' one ot these retreats were discovered their recent traces. The fires
| were scarcely extinguished, and the grass on which they had s;ept.
“as not yet withered. On the smooth sides of the cavern were drawings
©: several animals that had been made trom time to tiwe by these
savages. Many of them were caricatures,; but others were too well ex-
ecuted not to arrest attention.++++Ip thie course or travelling,I hLag
e frequently heard the P€asantry wention the drawings in the moun-
tains behind the Sneuwberg made by the Bosjes_mans; but I took it rtor
granted they were caricatures only, similar to those on the adoors ang
walls ot uninhabited buildings, the work ot idle boys; and it was no
disagreeabLe disappointment to fing them very much the reverse., Some
Or the drawings were known to be new; but wmany or thep liad been re-
mewbered irow the trirst settlement of this part ot the colony,"
Here we hLave a distinct prooi, that &ll the paintings were age
seribed to the Bushmen ana that Soue mwust Lave been their work.
The rrench Missionary,Arbousset, wlio went to Basutoland in lgag,
refers twice to the paintings in his book dated 1842,y chiapter 24
he descrites khe Bushmepn @S & branch ot the Hottentots and says: "We
‘meet with the drawings ot the people in &ll the caves of South Africa
and the other aborigenes call. the south 'boroenyg', the S&ue name whick
they give to the Bushmen, " In chapter 223 he writes:"Thus it is the
Bushmen are greatly exasperated. It 1s not rare to find in the caverp
which they Irequent both on this &nd the other side of the Orange
River,dnawings of eantelopes Painted with ochre and charcoal on the
lower walls of the caves, and in the midst of these innocent plays],
things a great tat Dutch 1arper thrashing his Bushu an, and 2l so
ien surrounding a Larmer to kill him, " '

BU slie

Here again we have testimony or paintings which maf be any age,
anc or others which must be Quite fecent, as they depict the rel ation-
ship ot the white man to the Bushman. Neither wWriter has the least
doubt on the rock paintings being the work of Bushuen, nor, as tar
as I know, has any author up to the beginning o this century expres-
Sed ‘any doubts on the Subject. 4s long as the older jeneration oy Bush-
%fghlive@the kuaxkqd@e authorship ot the paintings was undisputeq,

their death doubts might naturally arise, rrom people askinglthe
farubred Bushmen @bout the pictures and rinding cou
01 the whole subject, :

It may be asked, could Such a traditiop die out com
say 20 or 40 yearsg Ir we turn to lolklore we ring
Between 1870 480 a large amount ot lore was collect
Lén and women sent dowp to Cape

Flete ignorance

pletely ijp

Town for various reasons, 1a 1910 1

wet the children ang nephews or several Orf these Rushmen
district and tried tc collect wore folk tales., Ip vain--Ir I Sstarted
reading a bit of one of the former stories to thew, sowetines one or
other might Just recoilect some old customs, byt the rolklore was gone.
®t had been Completely forgotten., No wonder all. knowled

work has vanished toqqamong people who
ceased, :
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Besides this historical witness there is the.interﬂftrfvizjzcze:i
the pictures themselves. The bucks and other animals mlg{. 1, tisiele
grawn.in any age by any race, but but not all the human Ligures, Some
of thése are mere indications of & human being, but a number have
marked characteristics in_stature, dress, equipment ana action.Those ac-
qﬁqinted with Busgfgﬂénﬁg%L known featureslsuch as steatopygia,and very
small teet,both often exaggerated. fe also see the bows and arrows they
used, the digging stick weighted by & stone carried by the wowen, a
plain stick in the hands of the men, an occasional.rou?ded apron, the
skin or kaross suspended fesm the neck, and other parts or a Bushman's
equipment. Numbers o: the daxcesxskawhunting scenes, show the arrows
stuck in a band roud the head, just as the Bushmen wore them in action.
Others s;éw thew stugck in the long bag slung over <the lert shoulder,

st S5 LA L0 50 this day by the kKalahari Bushuen,

The dance scemes have leatures inexplicable to us, but easily iaen-
titied by Bushmene One was at once recognized by an old Bushmen wom an
known to Stow as the arrow dance. the started clapping Ler hands and
singing the proper tune for it, until her old husband stuck liis arrows
round his head and s the QEQQQL_APOthQr~d£D£& shows1among the
dancers(ﬂlﬁicﬁi;éfbow baésff%;g_gﬁ_igg_gfggﬂgﬁand one man seated play-

on a number of bqﬁf. I showejrﬁ'copy ol thiS)ve some Bushmen in South
fest Ai'i*i‘c.a[tfew years &go. wleréi' +uk88/01 native musical ip-*
struments, sowme of which they knew,while otlfers Were unknown to thep,
When they saw thes picture they at once said, 'that is not an instrumeng;
all the men coming to the dance have put down their bows,
<is playing on them, we ofted do so.
'th*“ﬁ 44 kiekt kg the every day lite of the Bushmen, kkexmemxhkug
_,iixz,,the women gathering food with digging sticks, the men hunting,aaug

- disguising Lhemselzes in the skins ot animals in order
to approach the game unobserved,Awe also tind

Bushue L 5
prosch u be LA Eatin pirgios
cal beliets illustrated.” The Fg n/change 0

huwan beings into r £8
4%>mauy_at_Ihei¢_4e}k—tafes; Thei® are at ldast two rock pictures whicp

cen be explained in Xno other wWay; one was g%ohn to B
once said that thi;xilfgg%ggggg - skl
tures ot wondertul animalsg, which never in
part ot the world., These ceaused no aitficulty to the Bushmen, the were
identified as Rainbulls, wamder Lythical creatures whoyp the Rain sor-
c¢erors used to lead over the country, when they wanted rain, and where-
ever these went, rain rell. Some ot these Rt look wore like a
wagic bulllbuck, others more like a eloud turnqd‘into,an animal;they
ére often acccmpanied by pictures ot Irogs, tish, tortoises and snakes
all crestures said to be sacred ‘to the Rain. Thys we have tolklore
ana ﬁzztiiugs agreeing,

AaeLhe#a%arge—gﬁn££§$7pictures showg figures which are either
hunan beings dressed in animal. skins, or are partly human, pertly anja
pal. Samexax These the Bushuep calLe%aforcerors, tkexxprabehigxaii

Some they €xpl.ained as beingAdress S the sorcerors put on 1or cer-

tain dances or ceremonies;others ag Sorgerors who turned themselves
into wild beasts on occasion, The5p 8F€ nany tales ot sorcerors, nen
known to then I'ifty years &30, who useq 'O Walk about as lions, etc,

and one wan

ushmen, who at
There are also pic-
hebitea this or eny other
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ture of birdlike beings reminds me véry much ot the rable.ér the vul-
tures who made their elder sister of a woman, anda were ev1@ently women
themselves at the beginning or the story. This point I wish to em?hae
size, as-wemy people unscquainted with Bushman lore take these animal-
headed ' as prooi's that the paintings are Egyptian, whereas they
have 2 very simple explenation as Bushman work, titting in with the

beliets and traditions of that people during the last hundred years,
of coufse thére is nothing in these purely Bushnan or wythological
scenes to show whether they were tlie work ot the very last _generations
or of their torebears; but in the Eastern Province and particularly in
Basutoliand we 1ind paintings that bear date, tor they show the black °
and white invaders ot the Bushman's territory, generally in the Aact ot
Lighting with him, with cattle as the object ot the tfray, The ditferent
Bantu tribes, generally Pasutogs or Zulus, are so well drawn &8s to be

unmistakable.The shields are correct, the Zulu shielﬁiong'a&é—gesspaLly
o%sl, the Basuto shield cut in at the sides. The weapons ot the Bantuy
tribe§, Spears and knobkerries, sre—roe—to—tire;~ and the kilts and

tails that were their iorumer clothing are all there. Moreover the prog- 5
»na us head, the large statare, the great splay leet typical of the
bl.ack man, can be recognizea at a glance. &na}i%rseeme—eef$a;n, tiet &k
Jhese battle pieces cannot be more than 100 to ABD years ola, as had Qg

2.

either Basutods or Zulus been in the Kxskerx parts were th
are found at an earlier date, there would h
the time the Dutch occupied the country,
been down at Table Bay.

€ pictures
ave been no Bushmen lett by

and the Bantu tribes woula hiave

A tew paintings bear even Stronger evidence oi their late origin, Eﬁ
for they depict the white man. In two pictures we see Men and woumepn in,
the characteristic dress or the late 18th and early 19th century, in té

others we have attempts to paint men on horse back. One o: these was
tounc near the Kei River, and was said to represent the trirst Boer
commando that penetrated there. We can well believe it, t§

for én spite
Of the difriculgy the artist has evidently had in grawing that new
animal, the horsg, the build ot the Boer leader is very ch
These paintings cannot be much wore than 100 years old, ana as they are
Guite evidently in the Same style as the rest ot th

€ cave raintings,
it shlows that we must look for the artists in wodern,not in ancien

Some writers cleim, that although & rew of th
nay have been painted by the Bushmen, yet that is nol prooft that the o
older and better work was theirs, in ract they hold them to be 2 deca-
dent race, possibly making reeble imitations of rormer artists either
of their own or an earlier race. I do not think that anyone would ag-
vance such a theory who had seen a great nunber ot the actual caves,
not merely copiss or the paintings, I have seen many caves, and many

Quite the reverse,
ree layers of paintinss CHE, BXR ] “
a8y F 55, £° 8 lmposec

on thLe etherj ﬁvnearly!every case the toprnost layer,is—ab—;a&st_as

800d,as the under ones, sometimes better.

The pal®¥Et®®: Lupan g4
figures that hLeve the cldest 1cok,km are dgié&ed%y worse p%iate§L€han

aracteristic,

t aays,
€se latest pictures

Paintings , and the conclusion I'have come to is
One otften tinds two or th



the‘newer ones, those showing the fights with black and white men.Scme
of these are very well g¢rouped and have every good quality tound in
the rock paintings. lhey are not the work of & aecadent race, oi poor
artists imitating old masters. ¥
. I think the best paintings ot buck ere amocng the newest,tco, ior
this reason. I have exemined a large number of caves &nd rockéhelters
with work in every stege oi preservation, frow cuite clear and i{inish-
ed pictuyres to mere tornless blobs of paint, &nd in every case the
dark colours,particularly the dark reds, last the longest, white and
light colours tade rirst. It may be asked, how can one tell what e
colour that hes raded was? The most typical 1ijure or the rock paint-
ings is the large buck aepicted in & stereotyped manner, in two col-
ours, the aarker shading of the back, a line alcng the back otf the
neck and tail, ana part ol the legs being given in red or brown or
dark orenge, while the tace, throat, belly , and the rest ot the legs
is in white or a very light colour. We tind these pictures in every
stage ci preservation, from complete rigures with horns, hoots, ana
even pale bluéueyes, to nere patches just recognizeble as buck, ana
it is always the pale colours that have gone, either in part or elto-
gether., The dark red seews slmost indestructable. trow this I deduce,
that light paints do not last as long as the dark ones, hence &ny pic-
tures that have much white or light colour are amcng the more recent
ones., Now most of the best reproducticns ot bncks have white and lizht
paint, so I judge them to be among the nore nodern ones.

At this point I may wmention that Bushmen do not name colours in
the same way we do. They divéce them into tﬂree categories,'dark, B
light ana red. This sgrees rewmarkably with the use o} colear in the
rock paintings, which do not &s a rule attewpt to reproduce the res]
hue ol &n animal or person, but apply dark and light colours as shag-

ing. % | -
0 return to the question o: the preze&rRwakiax lesting cualities
of the paints, I do not thirk that in our climate colours in rockshel-

ters exposed to wirnd and dust/and olften to the sun,cen have lasted as

nany hundred yesrs as the paintings in the underground caves oi

. rance
ana Spain, Time will show,

but I think the nenner in which the qaﬁerﬂcp
paintings are fading before our eyes, disproves

the possibility of the
the work we see being thousands or years old,

Il more people were able to view the caves thewselves, we should

hear less o1 the Bushnen being a aecadent race. I think the two tribes1%2f
inhabited the Cape Colony sana Basutolandland the Free

State were in the
very height or th

eir literary and artistic powers, when tate in the shabhe
ot blgck and white invaaers Swept thew away,

the inhabitants or the lalahari are not members ot the sane tri'e,
but speak entirely dirierent langueges, and have in part other'Tﬁﬁzaz;v¢
ana beliers, Living on the Sand, neither they nor their forebears cap

Liave painted rtor want ol rocks to paint on, or ochres to paint with,
Their testimony on the subject is ol no value
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i ?'do not ot course mean to imply that only the later generations ot

" Southern Bushmen pairted;probably their ancestors had done so tor many
handreds of years dating back to prehistoric times, but I doubt i1 we
can Still see the earlier work.The likeness in style xaxkke between the
Bushman paintings and the cave paintings ot Southern Europe may lead us
to surmise a common ancestor to both groups ot artists, There is like-
wise a weweided touch of Egyptian style about some or the South ‘Airican
figures, which gives rise to queries as to whether Egyptian art is not
one developement or & prehistoric art, or which we tind another gexeiap
?rangh.out here. But I think no doubt remains, as to the paintings 1o
found in our country being the work ot the Bushmen iound in the' same
place. I say particularly the paintings; there are also rock engravings
found here, oi which some were claimed by Bushmen as their work. But

that is another matter, into which I will not enter to—day.‘
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