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Good evening « well toenight I anm very tempted to eall

this programso Haul Pack tho Past as I intend golng back
some several hundveds of thousand million yea™s &gOsswss
and 1f this ls'nt hauling back the past - what 1s?

In this programme you are going to hear about the foration
of the Cape aeons ago, something about the earliest peoples
to inhablt the Cape and then s omething &bout the art of
those survivers o the anelent past « the Bushman, who
mmammmuﬂh‘umwm‘«.n
Those of you whe say the film eartoon - Phantasia « and
rasenber that very vivid pletorial aseocunt of the carly
evolution of the world set to some of Strevinski's elemental

musiec -« might be interest to hear something of the ecarly

evolution of this part of the world....and so I have asked
Walker, Profossor of Geology at the Cape Town University
to come and answer & fow Questions #for Us ,..e.1 SUppose |
one of the earliest landaarks would be Table Mountalin «
Professcr “alker - how old would our meuntaln be?

It ls 1fflcult to estimate the exaet age of & mountain,
but the range of which it is the remant would date baek

roughly 200 million yearss
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ReBy fieavens = now I know how the expression "as old as the hills"
originated, Nowthis range you speak of < can you tell us
something of that?

As . Well, Table Mountaln formed part of & huge range which
ineluded the Hottentot Hollands, This range probably took
the form of & vast arch of rogk, the flatter portions of
which are a1l that remein, /A similer rance was thet of
which only the Cederberg now remains - and the peninsular

V4

‘ mmuaypmwmm»mw’
y
ReBe W¥hy is Table MNt, the shape it is « and why is this
shape repeated so often, for instance in the Xareo?

Ae Well, as you know perhaps, the roek is sandstone, which
means that 1t was formed from anclent sand deposits rather
m-m.tmanaummmmﬂm sonle,
This sandstone, by its very nature, is in layers whieh will
explain why it is flatetopped, Similer forsatioms of roek
are found in other parts of the werld « for instance
arizona,

ReBe I have heard that shells have been found om the top of
Table “QQO" this a fuot? :

Ae No, Reports, as you day, have com: up from time to time
in the press, but investigations have proved them to be
groundless,

ﬂtvvm B

ReDe Heg any sign of pre-historic 1ife been dscovered on the
nountain?

Ae Hot exsetly identifleble fossile remains have yet beem

found, - only fossilised wormeburrows, During the pefled
of the formation of our mountain there was very little
uhmm«mmmnn/;rnmumm
and perhaps some freshewater f1shescssess
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I believe that the peninsulat was at one time am island e«
4s this righte

It is « the peninsular was an lsland comparatively reeently -
within Man's time on earth,..let's say 25 thousand yoars ago.

To break right off the subjeet for & moment, Professor Walker,
eould you give us & ailmple picture es to how long in
comparison with the age of the world lMane has been upon L8esoees

. Yes, I WIM '.’Q'mmﬂt““ of t he sarth

to be represented as the face of & clock.....man's period
of existence on earth would be when the hands polnted to
one minate to twlovessssssoessres

That's rather chastening to our w&«.,..w. t; rovert,
you have sald that no sligns of mm; 1ife has een
discovered on *m:xo Mty but what am the Cape Province?

Oh yes various branches of the Dincsaurs have been (lscovered
all over the Karoe - these animals ceme to an end about
100 million years wgos

Ave there any visible signe of uny of the primseval
upheavels on Table Mt,?

Many = to mention one - remmants of a very early lee ige are
to be found, 4n Ice Age, earlier Incidentally than the
3 Main Toe Ages that swept Durope and W, America...it takes
m.rmaamw;mwmumdmmm
part of the rubble ground by the ice-layers, This atone
is ecepecially visible around Maclears Bescon - but probably

the lay=gen would not see enything remarkeble in it

mm-mmim:mm«:«mmm&»
Casaon ares - this neans , I Suppose, that the sea
covered this part at one time?
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Yes « the sea was some 30 - 40 feet higher not se long ago
geologleally epeaking since the s hells found belong to

existing specles of shellefish,seeces probably well within
man's time, |

low one lust question « which I hope youtll be able to
tackle in a brief replay...was africa ever part of Sguth
dmeilon as the twe shapes suggest?

This opinfion is held by meny eminent geologlst « and
cortainly cannot be dismissed, Professor du Seit is @
powerful exponent of the theory ia his dook "Our Wondering
Continents” = ho makes & very pleusible case for the theory
that 3, Amerioca, afriea, mm and the antartic formed
one land nass - since similar fossiles - rock formations
ete, are to be found im each,,..It is estimeted that this
land mass - known to us as "Condwana Land" began to split
up 160,000 millicne years ago = That would wean, of course
that Table Mountain was already formed at this perled,

Inat 1s vory Interesting...oh.. one last question,.’het
of atluntinssncess

well, scme submergence of Ind must certainly heve taken
place to the West of Britain und Frante muny aeons before
mén's MUMQumum_Mtlmwg
80 that the wonderful stories about & lost civilisation
are the result of imacination mot of selentifiec findings,

Well, thank yo: very mush Professer Walker, Now for somes

thing about early Man at the Cape,..,..and to tell us about
this, here 18 AJJeHs GoodWingeeesenssces

. Man, « primitive man such s I want to talk to you about

toenight, -« was a part of his own environment, I think it
wiae Charles Darwin who pointed out that ecarniverous animals

ﬂ sssssenscsus
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can hever dominate the werld, They carry the sceds of thelr
own destruction within themselves, Directly there are too
many oarnivores, there 18 too little flesh left for them to
eat, m}mt starve or eat one another, Yhen man arrived

_h.mviu:.nimm. He d1d'nt only live on flesh,

and he thought things outy For instance, it 1s obvicus
that man invented the 1des of marriage to get a balanted
8et, A 1ion has to st his vitamins by eating the pres |
digested food from the stomach of his kill} man jets his
vitauins D and C by keeping & wifej the wife gets her

vitanins A and D through the kindness of her W/

I don't quite follow the argument, = could you make that
point clearer?

Mmmmmmmumxyuﬂuhmw
ymmm.m‘.wmmam-nm

i she had no husband to go ashunting to get meat for
herself and the youngsters, On the other hand, it takes & full
day's wark to collect enocugh berries, roots, leamwes and
fruite to maintain a family. That was the #ife's job in
11fe, Ve find the same naturel division of labour all
through the world of hunting peoples, and there is thus

every reason to bellieve that marrlage, and a simple arrangement
of this kind of ruming the home, went back to the very
earliest times,

And when would those earliest times be?

Porsonally, I cannot think in dates. If 1 said e aillion
years agog it would mean as much to me as the muber of
Hungarisn pengoes in the pound sterling, It is encugh te
say that man arrived here at the Cape at a perlod when the
sea~-level wus about 300 feet above 1t present shores, and
in that time the old Vall River has had time to ocut into
solid rock and earth to adepth of two hundred fest,
. ThYeee seves
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That must have taken a vast age to happen, We ocan find man's

- tools caught up Iin ancient beaches and in old river gravels

that show he was wundering about the country as long as all
that,

And in South Africa, was man as primitive and as early as he
was in 9Yestern Hurope?

Just about the same: hardly any difference, All through
the habitable parts of Asia, Furope and aAfrics, the earliest
mn  Just hacked a usuable chunk of stone into & bebtter and
more wieldy shape, and that made the first weapon, digging -
tocl, chopper orvhatever wus needed, Then came & change,
People got together, and when people get together they
beoome 8 ellfeconsclious, The result of being selfe-consciou s

- 4s that people start & fashion, stick to 1t, and are afreid

to leave it, Barly =an did the same thing when ho began
o make econventionalised stone luplements, Instead of
hacking a chunk of rock into any old shepe, he trimsed %
move carefully, until it locked very like any implement
made by people of his own period and fushion, In these
early days it is like the writing lesson in a kindergarten,
m-mthtmmmmwm;n&htum
years go by they are betfer and better formed,

Then do you £ind a single continucus mizmt in todls

on all through the ages?

Not by any means, You ses there were at least three great
explosiomns of mankind throughout the cld world, Either
new types of mun spread, or more likely, thelr ldeas or
fashions took the old worl ¢ by storm, In this country
we call these explosions or incoming waves of new ldeas
the Farlier, Middle and Iater Stone aAges, Withing each of
these there wus an intricate pattern of style and fashion,
migration/sesescen
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migration, snd movement, thet cun mever be fully disentahisled,
4 newides might start in one cormer of Afries, and spread
vherever it was acceptable and useful, while aunother

1des spresding by a different route would be limited by

the fuctors that would render 1t useless in & now Peke

Can you give us an example of this sort of thing, It
soeus & somewhat Alfflicult ides to take in «ll at onee,

well, it 1s simply really, though not easy to find & clear
an example., The simplest cuse probably lies in afrdce,
where the ldeas and fashidns that were useful in the forests
of the Congo, feiled to spread to the South, On the other

- hand, ideas and tools used on the gresslands of Nast

Afrieca missed the West Afvican forests, and spread all over
the grasslnds of South africa, Hers it 1s certulnly

the environment that {orced scme ideas to spresd in one
ares, but held thea badk from othorsey Then of cowree

. there ls another way in which enviromment affected mmn.

This lay in the changes in the materisl that was evallable
fa ssking stone implements, Of course everyone knows
Mum-vommwsumafumm*
get cne group of rocksy in the Earoc ancthers in the
ordqualand West ares we get & third; wnd in Kenya we get
something quite different, As man pesed fram one area to
another, so he found he could do different things with his
stones, In Fenys he coudd make lovely knifeelike blades
out of voleanic glass, "hen he left that sort of rogk
behind him, he had to change mmk his idess and attune his
Loplement-malking to thestone he could asily find around
bim, 4ll that forees & chunge in fashion and tecimique,
Justes ovident as the changes forged on man toedsy by

. switehing over from glass to irom, ar £ rom paper Lo cellophane,

Those &re the things that made man bresk awsy from hls
early conservative ldeas,

And when 41& our stone age finish in this country?
s R il ,,J
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QOODEINt  Perhaps it st1l) contimues im the dune country of the
Hamid Desert, Primitive folk were still reputed to be
existing there, using s tone tools to break their shelle
fish open as late as 1016, We do know that people who
henituslly made stone implements were alive up to the end
of last eentury, They sometimes mude use of glass for
making arvoweheads, so that in one instance we hear of a
Gersan firm that made cheap secent, and sold 1t in thiek
bottles, The Bushmen bLought the bobtles of scent,
drank the useless contents, and made very nice implementa
out of the bottle, For a Bushmen to use scent walld
perhape be gilding the 111y, but really thiek bottleegless
wa.s uo&m to @ty .

ReBe Shank you very mteh Mp, Ocodwin,...end now we have reached
Man vho 1s safficiently advanced to poduce some fora of
art « I refer, of course to the Pushmen painting in caveSsesssee
and to tell us something of thisaspect of early Cape art ‘
nere is Hiss Bledkescosssnsssoecns

BLEEK: A1)l over Solith africe we find ocecasional rockeshelters
bearin: rockepaintings, and newecomers wonder who were the
Before any white man or black men cume to Scuth afries,
nmli”uwruu dwolt in the lamd, the descendunts
of thestone age men, The Bushmen, as ﬁwmcm ;
were not toilers, but & happy-go-lucky rece of hunters and
foodgatherays, who lived on what nature provided, and
spont their many ifsure hours in artistic pursults,
They denced, sang made music, told wonderful folktales,
and painted what they sagh The walls of the rockeshelters
were thelr esuves, clays and ochres thelir peinting material,
These earths nixed with animal fat produced very lasting
colours, «nd still bear witness to the puinters' talents,
pifferent/ssssescese



Different parts of the country show different s tyles of
work, The Western Prévince and the coustal belt in the
Hidlends and Emet has chiefly monochromes, often badly
drawn, In the Eastern Provinee north of the Natberg
#nd in the foothills of the Malutis in the Free State and
Satal, there are countless galleries showing ﬁo upen
layer of paintings, monochromes, polychromes, single
flguves, groups, good painting and bads This dlstrict bears
evidence that not enly one generation painted here, but
many generations followed eagh o wzw. for nodbody
paint over a forbear's mk,*ﬂt—hhmmm

We find innumerable besutiful bucks, many with
in two colours, the dark parts being given in r ed, brown
or arange, the lighter parts in white, Beasts of prey are
notwmnting, ner rhino, hippo and gireffe, Birds are
beautifully portrayed, But plants are rarely found in
the pietures, and scenery is lacking.
Khodesia on the other hand shows paintings of very well
drawm plants, and attempts at scenery, There are fewer
animal groups, but very finely drawn single animals, Some
of the groups of humans show interesting cermonies, of
which we have noexplanation, for in this part of the
country the Dushmen were killed or dfiven awsy vefore the
paintingswere rm
fhe FEastemn Parvinee MM copled much earlier,
by Mr. Stow, who sent & muber to my father to be showm %o
theBushmen in his houscheld, They instantly recognised
the werk of thelr race, and couldexplain the ¢ cenes depieted
hese are women marching out with digging stiecks upen

'mmm,ummmmfwmm

dimner, BSee, there is & hunter in disguise, with an ostrich
head and neck MQ(:M& on his head, the body
feathers covering his body, He ls stealing up to that group
of cstriches to get near enoughto shoot,

Those/ sesssesse
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Those wamen with buck's heads es headdresses are treading
& dance which they hold cccasionally in order t o test the
thildren's manners, If the youngsters laugh, then they
have "no education"  if they ave silent, then they ave
woll brought ups
The danee of men with arrows stuck in & band round their
heads 13 & hunters' danee, for thoush arrows are curried

b quiver or long bag when not in use, for action in &
hunt o fight they «re placed in a headband to be handy,
This weird animal is a rainbull, vhom the sorcerors fd
over the land to make rain, He has with hia his ppecial
creatures, frog, fish, snake and tortolse, This group
showe the family of the girl who displeased the rain,
and s punishment wes t.oned lnto « frog, with all her people,
Seme in the group are humsns, some frogs, scme half and Walf,
The human figures mm¢oxawymmmm.hm
~ onos show the Bushasm,lesthor spro lmrosses sud bagsy
auch as. mmmnsm Per Whbee thes wuriive 48
the Kelahu®p. imong the latest work in the Hastern
rmnmmwd“mmmm

@nd animals not -indigenocus to this country, There ave
fights between Bushmen snd Bantu tribes, both with the
distinetive physiognomy, dress and weapons of thelr race,
There sare oxen, sheep, and horses, even White men and
wamen in oldefashioned dress, and soldlers with busby

and wword, _
Uhe Bushmen continued to paint well on into the 16th
gentury, Yhen they ceased to exist as &« race, the painting
stoppeds Ly

ilss Bleek » just a fow uguestions 1f you don't mindee.
would you say Mt &ﬁnu paintings bad any religious or
oven séglal significance? Fulling this were they of any
practical use, such us acting as messages to other tribes
regarding the hunting possibilities and so on? Or would
you say mt' they were merely spontanecus expression of
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I do not belleve that the bulk of the paintings were made

for eithor religious or practical purposes., The Bushman

is & most Laprovident person, he never prepares for the future,
Art 1s learnt in youth or nct at ull, Maglc and sorcery

- are old men's jobs, If the old hunter turns sorcercr,

because age has dimawed his sight, he will, no doubt, use
every talemt he has to aid him in ‘msking mesie’, If he
is & dancer, he will bring daneing into his performance,
if be 1s « good painter he may use that art to help him
impress his audience, A very few pletures lock as if they
might have been made undor such cirocunstances,

But no Bushman youth would ever devote himsslf to
painting to provide for his old age, sny mere than he would
practice dancing for such a purpose. I am sure both painting
and danelng ave done for plessure, dene beesuse people like

. to 4o them, as tue moderns say to express theasclves,

Te are utilitarlans, and those who de nst know {
prinitive man are apt to presusc that he has the sase kind !
of mind &s we bave, so think he ean'only have painted for
same deflnite purpese, such as decoration, magle, & message
or tally, I who hadlived among Busmen feel sure that most

-of thelr painting had no such subject, was the outcome of

thelr artistic mature,

ReBe and, Miss, Bleck, briefly hew do the pdintings of the

: Bushmen compare with thome to be found in N.B. Spain?

Soon after the Spanish Rock palntings were found, Professor
Balfour, the Oxferd arehacologlst, was shown & nusber of
copies of theu, The friend who brought the coples asked,
Do you kmow what these are? Yes, coples of Bushman jaintings,
sald Professor Balfour unhesitatingly, Look what animals
ardiroduced? sald the friend, Then Professor Dalfour studbed
mummmaum.mmm‘ma.tmmm
antelopg the antlered deer of Eurepe, in place of rhing and
him. the saamoth and bison, -

/ WU”‘OQ
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If a0 great an archasologist could make suech a
mistake, there must be a great similarity in style and
general appearance between the paintings of the two
countries,

I have not seen the Spanish paintings exeept in coples,
but the likeness to some of our peintings 1s very great,
“he sketchy buman figures with no pretence at correet proportion,
but with wonderful action are very similar, The themes of
the paintings, hunts, MM,MmmMm
superpesition of one painting on another is found in :
both places, only there are far more superpositions to be
found in South Africa than in Spaln, as in faet there are
far more rosk paimtings in this country than in the old werld,

The Spanish paintings mist be & great age, sinee

no one has painted cn the roeks there in historie times,
whereas the latest Bushman paintings date from the nineteenth

ummmmonmmmrm«.
I think we may oresume some very primitive race of hunters,
with an artistic nsture similer to that of our Pushumen,

It is interesting to note that the Bushman when
we discovered him was in the same stage of culture as the
late Mmagouﬁww.ummmﬁ:lﬂﬁm
the rocks in Spain, o

And our last question 1s this, are these Pushmen dying out =
or are they thriving in the various parts of the m'
where they are settled?

The Bushmen as sach will certainly disappear as they are

only sble to lead & Bushman 11ife where there is plenty

of ground for hunting and collecting wild vegetable food,

As streongzer pestorsl and agricultural tribes take possession
of the country the Bashmen become thelr dependants, mingle
with thelr ussters and cease to be a dinstinctuve a0,








